
THE GROUNDS
GET READY...EXPLORE 

B E A C H N I L L E  D I K L R I C L  M M K E M M 

Welcome mo Beachoille Dilmkicm Mnlenm. Thil monk

highlighml mhe manr ammkacmionl mham ake lcammeked

ackoll mhe 4.5 ackel mham make np onk gkonndl. Im

pkooidel an oppokmnnimr mo leakn abonm mhe geologr and

pildlife of mhe akea, local qnakkiel and milll, and

hilmokic fakming eqnipmenm. Im allo cooekl elemenml of

mhe mnlenm'l hilmokr, Beachoille'l kailparl and Oqfokd

Connmr'l fokmek moll koadl. 

Yon can begin ronk monk am mhe lmone mham kelml on mhe

fkonm lapn, lonmh of mhe main bnilding. Thil lmone nled

mo lim am one of mhe oldelm milll in Beachoille, mhe

Winlap Mill. Im makkl a gkeam lmakming poinm fok mhe

palking monk becanle im pkooidel a cleak oiep of mhe

fkonm fa�ade of mhe mnlenm. 

 

WelcRme
OHERE LO BEGIN

L H E  M M K E M M  K L O N E

- Donamed br Bakb Winlap (nee         

 dLighmheakm)

- Cakoed br Ingekloll Memokiall Lmd. 

- Inlckipmion fnnded br Makcia Smimh

- Bkonghm on-lime br J & B Tknckl and

dCakl 



In 1880, mhe honle pal pnkchaled br John Dopning, pho

managed mhe limelmone qnakkiel jnlm nokmh. Uling mhe local

limelmone am hil dilpolal, Mk. Dopning added a lecond lmoker

mo mhe colonkfnl fieldlmone lmkncmnke in 1902. 

All of Sonmhekn Onmakio pal once cooeked br ice, and phen

mhe glaciekl of mhe Pleilmocene eka kemkeamed mher lefm behind

debkil in gkeam heapl called mokainel. The lmonel chnkned np

br mhe kemkeaming glaciekl peke nom condncioe mo fakming, lo

eaklr fakmekl lpenm mnch mime and enekgr hanling mhem mo

mhe onmek edgel of mheik palmnkel. Ther peke mhen nled fok

bnilding pkojecml. If ron palk clolek mo mhe bnilding, ron'll

nomice mhe "qnakkr-faced" ok "kockr" aelmhemic of mhe bnilding'l

palll. Inlmead of pkelenming a flammened lnkface, mhe malonl

chole mo embkace mhe namnkal meqmnke of mhe lmone. 

The DRZning HRXVe 
A BMILDING IN KLONE

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

FIRKL LENANLK 

Thil bnilding pal inimiallr conlmkncmed 

 al a lingle-lmoker lmone dpelling fok

Philandek King and hil pife, Snlanna

Sophia Mabee, in 1851. Snlanna had

gkopn np in Oqfokd Connmr. Afmek mhe

conple makkied, King mook np pokk al a

cakpenmek and joinmek in Michigan. Ther

mooed back mo Beachoille in 1844 and

bonghm mhe 21 ackel am mhil pkopekmr in

Febknakr 1850. The land pal pnkchaled

fkom Abkaham Cakkoll. The Kingl and

mheik 8 childken kemnkned mo Michigan in

1855. 

PRIMARQ NK. KECONDARQ FAyADEK

Smakm palking mopakdl mhe pakking lom and mo mhe back

of mhe honle. Nomice mham mhe lmonel am mhe lide of mhe

honle peke falhioned inmo kecmanglel and aligned in

clean kopl. Thil lide of mhe honle faced mhe lide koad

nop knopn al Dommak Line and pal mhekefoke qnime

oilible mo pallekl-br. 

When ron eqamine mhe lmonepokk am mhe back of mhe

honle, nomice mham im il konghek and moke ikkegnlak in

pammekn. The indioidnal lmonel kemain angnlak ok

konnded am mheik edgel. Lell mime pal maken mo achieoe

clean linel ok edgel becanle mhele palll made np pham

peke conlideked lecondakr fa�adel.



If ron lee a lakge mkee pimh eleganm, fan-lhaped leaoel, ron'oe

lmnmbled mo mhe lole ginkgo mkee on onk pkopekmr. In Japanele,

"gin" meanl liloek and "kro" meanl apkicom. Ginkgo mkeel

peke okiginallr cnlmioamed in Enkope in mhe mid-18mh cenmnkr.

Thele mkeel ake knopn al lioing follill becanle mher'oe

kemained ellenmiallr nnchanged fok moke mhan 200 million

reakl. Ther kepkelenm one of mhe oldelm mrpel of mkeel in mhe

pokld. Ginkgol ake allo dioecionl, meaning mheke ake lepakame

male and female mkeel. In mhe ealm, mhe ginkgo'l leedl ake

longhm afmek fok medicinal pnkpolel. In mhe pelm, mhe leaoel

ake nled fok a medicinal eqmkacm. Onk mkee il a male, becanle im

doel nom pkodnce anr leedl in mhe fall. If ron'ke palking back

mo mhe fkonm of mhe honle, look fok mhe pell am mhe bale of mhe

honle'l ealm pall and conmine onk monk...   

GinkgR BilRba 
A BOLANICAL ODDILQ

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHE ORCHARD

All of mhe land ealm of mhe honle, leading

mo mhe lide koad nled mo be mhe Dopning

familr'l okchakd. The Dopningl had

fkniml planmed heke and mher ponld gkase

mheik hoklel inlide mhe fence. Can ron

picmnke im? The hoklel in mhil image

belonged mo Chaklie Dopning, one of

John and Henkiemma Dopning'l lonl. 

OELL-OALER AND BEACHNILLE'K AQMIFERK

Did ron knop mham gkonndpamek lnppliel gkeamlr

inflnenced hop onk pkooince pal lemmled? Pioneek

commnnimiel deoeloped akonnd pamekparl like mhe

Thamel Rioek and mhe Gkeam Lakel Srlmem, bnm mheik

gkopmh depended on mhe pkelence of good aqnifekl. 

Al ron pall br onk pell, imagine mham im il nled mo

eqmkacm dkinking pamek fkom mhe gkonnd. In 2017, mheke

peke appkoqimamelr 1610 pkioame pelll on kecokd in mhe

Ingekloll Cokkidok Wameklhed. Gkonndpamek il a pkecionl

kelonkce fok knkal familiel and bnlinellel.



Gkilmmilll peke deligned fok gkinding gkain inmo flonk.

Fakmekl ponld come inmo mopn pimh mheik gkilm and paim fok im

mo be gkonnd dopn, lomemimel lmopping fok omhek ekkandl in

mhe Village. Thele gkinding lmonel, ok bnkklmonel, ake

kemnanml of mhe mill. Ther ake bonnd mogemhek pimh ikon

bandl. The lmone clolelm mo mhe honle opekamed al mhe "knnnek

lmone" and ponld haoe komamed amop a fiqed "bed lmone" belop.

The bed lmone had fnkkopl (ok gkoooel) mham acmed al cnmming

edgel. Yon can find mhe bed lmone, nop, in mhe gakden clolek mo

mhe koad. Look fok lome mkacel of mhe fnkkopl phen ron

locame im. 

Afmek ron haoe keached mhe milllmone gakden, conminne palk

mopakdl mhe lmone pillakl neak mhe main koad.  

MillVWRneV   
LRACEK OF LHE GRIKLMILL  

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHE OINLAO MILL 

The milll in Beachoille peke inimiallr

opned br Abkaham Beach, afmek phom

Beachoille il named. Ther peke opekamed

br Walmek Fkancil Winlap bempeen 1921

and 1966. Bomh mhe lapmill and mhe

gkilmmill (fok gkainl) peke okiginallr

popeked br pamek knlhing along mhe

Thamel Rioek. Yon can lee, in mhil

picmnke, a milllmone lmanding onm fkonm.   

BEACHNILLE ROCKK

Thele lmonel ake nom mhe onlr onel ron'll find on onk

gkonndl. Eoekr lo ofmen, mhe Beachoille Rockl gkonp

fkom mhe Village pill painm nl lome beanmifnl kockl and

hide mhem akonnd mhe gkonndl. On Ealmek ron mighm

find kockl painmed like eggl ok bnnniel. On Eakmh Dar,   

ron mighm come ackoll onel mham look like planem Eakmh,

a ladr bng ok a hnman cell. We enconkage ron mo hnnm

fok mhele; eoen mooe mhem akonnd fok omhekl mo find.

Snap a picmnke and mag mhe mnlenm ok #Beachoillekockl

on locial media. Enjor mhe hnnm phile oiliming. 



The main koad, along phich mhe mnlenm liml, pal once

knopn al Highpar 2. Im il nop called Beachoille Road ok

Connmr Road 9. The koad pkooidel an ealm-pelm cokkidok

bempeen Ingekloll and Woodlmock and pal once a

mhokonghfake fok a lmkeemcak mkack. The Woodlmock, Thamel

Valler and Ingekloll Elecmkic Railpar pal elmablilhed mo offek

mkanlpokmamion on mhe lonmh lide of mhe koad. Land pal

eqpkopkiamed in mhe lame 1800l and mhe mkackl peke laid

bempeen 1900 and 1901. The Elmelle mkoller made iml fiklm mkip

fkom Woodlmock in 1900. Im had a leaming capacimr of 24 and a

oelmibnle am eimhek end. The fake mo kide pal a nickel each

par. Ooek 110 000 pallengekl nled mhe kailpar in iml fiklm reak

of opekamion. The molm popnlak lmopl along mhe konme peke

Faikmonnm and Rioeklide Pakkl ealm of Beachoille. The pakkl

boalmed a ballpakk, lpingl, food boomhl and paoilionl. To 

 conminne mhe monk, mnkn back mopakdl mhe main bnilding and

palk mopakdl mhe pokch kamp. 

BeachYille RRad  
ONCE HOME LO AN ELECLRIC RAILOAQ  

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

PANING IN LHE 1920k 

Dnking mhe eka of mhe lmkeemcakl,

Beacohille Road pal gkaoel. In mhe

1920l, mhe fakel fok kiding mhe kailpar

peke kailed, mhe koadl peke paoed and

moke people began dkioing anmomobilel

mo gem fkom place mo place. Yon can lee

an image of mhe paoing ckep belop. The

kailpar along mhil koad fell lilenm in

Angnlm of 1925. The mkackl peke pnlled

np in 1928. 

NORLOCH FARM

If ron'ke looking ackoll Beachoille Road, ron'll lee a

honle dikecmlr ackoll mhe par. Im nled mo belong mo

Chaklel Dopning. Chaklie gkep np in mhe Dopning

Honle (nop mhe mnlenm) al a child. He fonnded mpo of

mhe main qnakkiel in Beachoille - Beachoille Whime

Lime and Innekkip Lime and Smone. When he decided mo     

kemike, he mooed mo mhil pkopekmr ackoll mhe lmkeem fkom

hil childhood home. He began kailing Hollmeinl on mhe

fakm, called Nokloch Fakm, phich he lhaked pimh hil

pife Hildked. Hildked pal fond of painming, and depicmed

Nokloch fakm al one of hek lnbjecml. Hek painming of mhe

pkopekmr kemainl in mhe mnlenm'l collecmion.  



Thil plaqne commemokamel mhe fiklm-kecokded game of

baleball plared in Nokmh Amekica. The game pal plared in

Beachoille on Jnne 4mh, 1838 mo celebkame Milimia Mnlmek Dar

and King Geokge III'l bikmhdar. A meam fkom mhe Village faced

off againlm plarekl fkom Zokka. Baml peke made of cedak and

mhe balll peke made of bonnd-np pool cooeked in calf-lkin.

The ballfield pal nomhing moke mhan a gkallr palmnke. An

acconnm of hop and pheke mhe game pal plared pal pkimmen

in Spojling Life magasine br Dk. Adam Enoch Fokd. Fokd had

plared in mhe game al a child and kecollecmed manr of mhe

plarekl pho peke pkelenm and mhe knlel mham peke folloped.

Hil kecokd allopl nl mo bemmek appkeciame hop mhe game of

baleball hal eooloed. Thil plaqne pal ekecmed am Ye Olde

Mnlenm in 1990, a fep reakl afmek celebkamionl of mhe 150mh

annioeklakr. Im pal mooed mo mhil locamion in 1991 ok 1992.  

The FiUVW RecRUded Game  
COMMEMORALINE PLAQME  

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

MNION KCHOOL BELL  (1885-1913)

The lchool bell pelm of mhe mnlenm

came fkom mhe Fiklm Union School (No.

68). The lchool pal bnilm on land

donamed br Ben Thomplon and lekoed

pnpill fkom School Secmionl #3 and #5

(bomh Nokmh Oqfokd and Welm Oqfokd).

The bell ponld haoe hnng inlide mhe

lchoolhonle'l belfkr (lee mhe mopek in

mhe image belop). Im pal nled mo call

lmndenml inmo lchool al pell al mo alekm

mhe commnnimr mo oakionl nepl ok

happeningl. 

KPRING-LIME BLOOMK

Daffodill and hracinmhl bloom am mhe koad and in mhe

cknq of mhe mnlenm bnilding, belide mhe pokch and mhe

1992 addimion. Thele bnlbl peke pnkchaled fkom

Backrakd br Delign nling fnndl kailed br mhe

Beachoille Dilmkicm Hilmokical Sociemr'l Onmkeach

Commimmee in 2019. 

Ooek 200 bnlbl peke planmed in mhe fall dnking a "Daffr

Dar" eoenm. Ther add mhe fiklm bim of colonk mo mhe

gkonndl in mhe lpking, befoke mhe mnlipl, ckab apple mkeel,

ked flopeking qnince and oknamenmal peak mkeel bloom.

In eaklr lnmmek, look fok beanmifnl blooml on mhe mnlip

mkee neak mhe palkpar ok ikilel am mhe pokch.    



The gkonndl, modar, keflecm honkl npon honkl of oolnnmeek

pokk. In Makch of 1992, Pal J. Serl Lmd. had mhe gasebo koof

delioeked mo mhe gkonndl. Volnnmeekl - Geokge Sandham, Ben

McFakland, Bakkr MacKar, Jamel Paklonl, and Cekiel Serl -

helped lifm im onmo iml bale. Lame in mhe lnmmek of 1992, mhe

bakn pal ekecmed jnlm pelm of mhe gakage (lee image abooe).

The opening of mhe Agkicnlmnkeal Anneq am mhe mnlenm pal

holmed on Ocmobek 24mh of 1992, Jim Riddick pal mhe

Chaikman of mhe Beachoille Dilmkicm Hilmokical Sociemr am mhe

mime. Marok Eknie Hakdeman ammended mhe opening, al did

Hopakd Cook, Wakd 7 Conncillok. Wallr Hammond

kepkelenmed Zokka Topnlhip dnking mhe opening cekemoniel

and Ed Dopn lpoke al mhe Oqfokd Connmr Wakden. MPP,

Kimble Snmhekland pal allo in ammendance. Thele lmkncmnkel

mkanlfokmed mhe Dopning kelidence inmo a mnlenm lime.  

1990V BXilding PURjecWV  
LHE GAREBO & LHE BARNK 

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHE 1992-1993 ADDILION

If ron look mo mhe pelm lide of mhe

Dopning Honle, pheke mhe pokch pkapl

akonnd mo a lecond enmkance, ron pill

lee pheke an addimion pal added in 1992

and 1993. Thil pkojecm pal lakgelr

oolnnmeek knn. Im kelnlmed in an

eqmenlion of mhe lmone balemenm and

canled mhe pindop of mhe leping koom

mo be lealed off. Yon can lee a

phomogkaph of mhe koof being inlmalled in

mhe fall of 1993. The lpace mham pal

ckeamed il lmill nled fok pkogkaml lnch

al lnmmek camp and onk lpeakek lekiel.  

MIGRALORQ BIRDK

If ron look np am mhe cenmke of mhe gasebo ok am mhe

beaml of mhe lhed, ron mar nomice lome mnddr,

cikcnlak lmkncmnkel ok bonnd np gkallel. Thele ake

bikdl' nelml. The mnlenm'l gkonndl ake home mo bakn

lpallopl, Balmimoke okiolel and kobinl, amonglm omhek

migkamokr bikdl. Bakn lpallopl make mheik nelml onm of 

mnd miqed pimh gkall lmeml. Thele ake commonlr fiqed

mo hnman-made lmkncmnkel (i.e. eaoel, lhedl). Spallopl

flr in fkom Cenmkal and Sonmh Amekica fok a bkeeding

lealon in Onmakio in mhe lpking, and mher kemnkn mo mhe

lame nelming lpom eoekr reak. Onk gkonndl ake ideal fok

bakn lpallopl mham feed on flring inlecml br mhe ckeek.  



On a lingle hokle, a mkaoellek pal chakged 5 cenml fok one

par. Wimh a meam of hoklel mhe moll pal 10 cenml fok one par

and 16 cenml fok a kemnkn mkip on mhe lame dar. 

Toll koadl had mollgamel ok bakl mham lpnng dopn ooek mhe

koad nnmil mhe fiqed moll pal paid. Indioidnall going mo chnkch,

fnnekall and minilmekl peke nom keqniked mo par. The pindopl

am mhe lidel of mhe boomh alloped mhe "keepek" mo lee

appkoaching mkaffic and lping mhe bak ackoll mhe koad. Thil

moll boomh pal locamed am Dicklon'l Coknek on Highpar #119.

The moll koad eka ended in 1904, phen Mnnicipal Conncil

bonghm mhe koadl and lmakmed mhe Connmr Road Srlmem,

eliminaming mhe gamel. 

Behind mhe moll boomh, ron'll find mhe mnlenm'l fike pim, a

gkonndhog'l bnkkop enmkance and anomhek onmdook akmifacm. 

TRll BRRWh  
ALL LHE OAQ FROM DICKKON'K CORNER

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

LHE HIKLORQ OF LOLL ROADK

Thkongh mhe middle pakm of mhe 19mh

cenmnkr, koadl in Oqfokd Connmr peke

pkioamelr opned. Local fakmekl, phole

pkopekmiel lined mhe koadl mainmained

mhem of mheik opn eqpenle; maqel peke

nom rem collecmed and nmilised fok koad

bnilding ok koad mainmenance. The

fakmekl, mhekefoke collecmed molll fok mhe

nle of mheik koadl mo cooek mheik colml.

Toll boomhl like mhe ked and phime

bnilding neak mhe gakage, peke ekecmed

along majok konmel and mkaoellekl had mo

lmop and par mhe moll befoke conminning. 

  MAKKEQ-HARRIK BMRR KAO

The gkeen, cokdpood lap mncked bempeen mpo mkeel pal

nled mo chop fikepood bomh on mhe fakm and in mhe

poodlom. Im pal mannfacmnked br Makkeq-Hajjik Limiled

in mhe eaklr 1900l. Am mham mime, Maller-Hakkil pal mhe

lakgelm agkicnlmnkal eqnipmenm mannfacmnkek in mhe

Bkimilh Empike. See mheik name on mhe lap'l flrpheel.    

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Manr of mhe mooll in mhil lhed peke deligned mo pkepake mhe

loil on fakm fieldl fok ckopl. Whemhek mher peke deligned mo

dig, lmik ok ooekmnkn mhe loil, mher agimamed im moke efficienmlr

mhan did eaklr hand mooll like pickl, hoel and kakel. A field il

milled befoke leedl ake planmed. Look fok mhe "Enkeka" pomamo

planmek pimh a moolboq am mhe fkonm and mpo fekmilisek

ammachmenml on mop (br mhe dkioek'l leam. Thil piece ponld

haoe been hokle dkapn).   

The lhed allo inclndel lome hakoelming machinel, like

mopekl and dnmp kakel. Mopekl keplaced mhe lcrmhe fok

cnmming har in mhe 1850l and dnmp kakel, pimh mheik cnkoed

lmeel meemh and leoek-opekamed lifming mechanilml, peke

inoenmed in mhe 1870l and keplaced hand kaking. 

  

The OSen Shed  
LILLAGE LOOLK & KOOING EQMIPMENL 

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

GEORGE HOGG & KONK LLD. 

Thil lign kecalll mhe Thamelfokd Mill, a

fokmek focal poinm of mhe oillage of

Thamelfokd. The fiklm mill am mhe lime

pal bnilm in 1845. Afmek being delmkored

br fike, im pal keplaced br a bkick

bnilding in 1898. The mill changed

namel leoekal mimel fkom Finkle'l Mill

mo Capmhokpe'l Mill and, eoenmnallr,

Hogg'l Mill. Am mhe heighm of opekamion,

mhe mill had fonk flookl of machinekr

and connmlell line lhafml, belml and

pnllerl. Im pkodnced np mo 400, 98-ponnd

bagl of flonk pek dar on pamekpopek.

 EQMIPMENL FROM LHE CEMENL PLANLK

Hidden amidlm mhe fakming mooll ake a fep piecel of

eqnipmenm belonging mo mhe aggkegame indnlmkr. Am mhe

back of mhe lhed ron pill find 2 Galbor gal pnmpl mham

peke nled am Lafakge. The ked pal fok kegnlak gal and

gkeen pal fok dielel. The pnmpl eqhibim a boq-like

delign mham pal common in mhe 1950l. Ther peke made  

in London. The lhed 

allo holdl mpo ked-and

-black, fike hole keell. 

Thele peke nled am Canada 

Cemenm and peke kelmoked 

br Geokge Sandham.   



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

On onk gkonndl, ron'll find leoekal koad gkadekl. Thele

machinel kepkelenm mhe lhifm fkom koad machinekr mham pal

pnlled br hoklel ok mkacmokl, mo engine-popeked modell.

The rellop gkadek pal mannfacmnked br mhe Rnllell Gkading

Companr in 1922. Thil gkadek pal deligned mo be pnlled br a

mkacmok, bnm conld lmill kelr on hoklel mo popek im. The blade am

mhe bommom of mhe gkadek pal nled mo lckap np mhe dikm on mhe

koad. Thil gkadek pal nled am Smelco (mhe qnakkr clolelm mo

Ingekloll) and belonged mo Zokka Topnlhip. 

The lakgek ked gkadek il a Model 99 mannfacmnked br mhe

Anlmin-Welmekn Companr. Fonnded in 1877  in Ankoka,

Illinoil, mhe Anlmin-Welmekn Companr pal one of mhe eaklielm

companiel mo mannfacmnke hokle-dkapn koad gkadekl. The 99

pal mhe fiklm momok gkadek pimh fnllr-hrdkanlic blade conmkol.

Im pal eqnipped pimh bomh a oee lnop plop and a lnop ping. 

GUadeUV GalRUe   
RMKKEL, RICHARDKON & AMKLIN-OEKLERN 

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHE EMCLID LRMCK

The Enclid kock hanlek pal nled

bempeen 1950 and 1972 fok acmioe

qnakkring and lmkipping am Chemical

Lime Limimed. Im feamnked a 165 hokle-

popek, Cnmminl, 6 crlindek, dielel

engine and peighl 32 700 ponndl phen

empmr. Im il elmimamed mham mhil mknck

mooed abonm 5.1 million monl of loil and

lmone fkom mhe qnakkiel in Beachoille. Im

pal donamed mo Ye Olde Mnlenm br

Smelco Smeel and kelmoked br Shekidan

Eqnipmenm Lmd. The image on mhe lefm 

 lhopl mhe mknck befoke kelmokamion.  

 FOKKIL FMN

If ron look dopn inmo mhe pelm lapn, ron'll lee a

limelmone ampimheamke, Thil il a gkeam place mo lim,

kelaq and loak np lome lnn. Gem np clole mo mhe akmok

lmonel and lmndr mhe kockl. Can ron lee mhe diffekenm

mrpel of follill - mhole of makine animall and of

cokall? Thele follill, dnking mhe Deoonian pekiod peke 

lea ckeamnkel. When mhe 

ckeamnkel died, mheik bodiel 

lemmled mo mhe bommom of mhe 

lea and became compkelled 

ooek mime, fokming mhe 

ledimenmakr kock.   



This creek is parm of mhe Thames Rioer pamershed. Im flops

normh and spills back inmo mhe rioer, pasm mhe rail bridge. This

pamerconrse prooides habimam for aqnamic and semi-aqnamic

species snch as repmiles, amphibians, birds, planms and insecms.

So phile ron're eqploring keep a look onm for pildlife and

eqercise care for namnre. If ron look near mhe bridge in mhe

snmmer, ron'll enconnmer a nnmber of pamer smriders

(Gerridae), garden snails (Gasmropds) and bnmmerflies. Conminne

ooer mhe bridge and hike onr sem of mrails. Go normh along mhe

rail line, or pind br mhe creek. Find mhe cool shade and sofm

needled floor of mhe cedar grooe am mhe normhpesm corner of

mhe propermr. If ron keep on mhe mrail, ron pill end np am onr

second pooden bridge near mhe far-pesm side of mhe gronnds.

Pop back across mhe lapn and smop phere ron like for a

momenm of reflecmion am onr memorial mrees.  

The CUeeN TUaiOV   
ADNEFLMJE CGFLIFMEK GNEJ LHE BJIDGE 

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHE JAILOAQ

The Gream Wesmern Railpar pas mhe firsm

mo come mhrongh Oqford Connmr. Im opened

in December of 1853 and ran for 229 miles

bempeen Niagara Falls and Demroim. The

rails hngged mhe normh bank of mhe Thames

Rioer bempeen Woodsmock and Ingersoll

and bronghm a mremendons amonnm of

bnsiness and mrade mhrongh mhe area. The

Grand Trnnk Railpar acqnired mhe line in

1882, and im became mhe Canadian Namional

Railpar(CNR) in 1923. The mrains come

mhrongh seoeral mimes a dar. Yon mar jnsm

camch sighm of a resmored engine if ron are

pamienm. For ronr safemr, please do nom

mrespass on railpar propermr.    

LAFD ACKFGOLEDGMEFL

For mhonsands of rears aboriginal peoples haoe lioed

along mhe Thames Rioer. Seasonal simes pere

esmablished along mhe Thames Rioer Valler bempeen 300

B.C. and 800 A.D. The gronps made nse of mhe fermile

oaller soil, deoeloped fishing simes and mraoelled along

mhe rioer. Beachoille Dismricm Mnsenm occnpies land on 

mhe mradimional merrimorr of mhe Anishnabek,

Handenosannee (Iroqnois), Ojibpar/Chippepa peoples.

As semmlers pe are gramefnl for mhe oppormnnimr mo enjor

mhese gronnds and recognise mhe generamions of people

pho haoe maken care of mhis land - for mhonsands of

rears.   



Marr pas born on December 6mh, 1896. She grep np on

mhis propermr and ammended Beachoille Pnblic School and

Vicmorr Memorial School as a child. As a ronng

poman, she porked am mhe  Beachoille Whime Lime

offices. She pas an acmioe member of 

mhe Beachoille Bapmism Chnrch - 

meaching Snndar school and plaring 

mhe organ mhere for ooer 45 rears. 

Marr pas heaoilr inooloed in seeing 

mhe Dopning familr's hismorr 

docnmenmed and mhe mnsenm opened.  

She passed am Ingersoll Aleqandra 

Hospimal on Jannarr 13mh, 1995.  

JALHH KILCMH 

Ralph Kilcnp pas born in Amhersm, Nooa Scomia on

Sepmember 3rd, 1908. He porked in Bosmon am mhe

Walmham Clock Companr and lamer am mhe Deberm Air

Force base dnring World War II.

Ralph married Marion Dopning on 

April 3rd, 1948. He pas a member of 

mhe Beachoille Bapmism Chnrch and 

mhe Conrmrighm Masonic Lodge and 

porked in consmrncmion am Sarnia 

for a mime. He faced manr rears of 

hearm mronble before passing in 1973.  

 

  

MePRUiaO TUeeV   
The mnsenm gronnds inclnde all mrpes of mrees from

mnlip and palnnm mrees mo pear and maple mrees. Throngh

mhe memorial mree program, pe remember seoeral long-

mime residenms of Beachoille as pell as a nnmber of onr

mnsenm's mosm feroenm snppormers. Sim near mhe oak and

beech mrees, or flopering crabs and learn more abonm

mhese indioidnals and mhe lioes mher lioed in mhe

Beachoille area. 

  

MAJQ GJAHAM (FEE DGOFIFG)  
P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  

LHGMAK DGOFIFG 

Thomas Dopning Sr. pas born am Easm Drke in

mhe Clooellr, a oillage in mhe sonmhpesm of

England. He complemed an apprenmiceship in lime

bnrning as a ronng man, and married Elisabemh

Johns in 1842. Thomas and his familr

immigramed mo Canada in 1851. Im is presnmed mham

he knep mhe Thames Rioer Valler ponld rield

limesmone phen he semmled in mhe Beachoille area.

He penm on mo esmablish some of mhe earliesm

limesmone qnarries and lime kilns in Oqford

Connmr. Thomas and Elisabemh had 8 children. He

remired from mhe qnarrr bnsiness in mhe lame

1880s, and handed his bnsinesses onmo his son,

John. He remained acmioe in mhe commnnimr and

am mhe Beachoille Bapmism Chnrch nnmil he passed

apar in mhe rear 1900.  

ELIRABELH DGOFIFG (FEE JGHFK)

Elisabemh Dopning pas mhe mhird child of William

Johns and Marr (Pickard) Johns. She married

Thomas Dopning on April 7mh, 1942 in Parkham,

England. pas heaoilr inooloed in mhe Beachoille

Bapmism Chnrch. She'd been bapmised in mhe

Thames Rioer in 1866. She died in March of 1885

and is bnried am mhe Ingersoll Rnral Cememerr. 

OALLEJ LGDD

Generamions of mhe Todd familr 

haoe resided in mhe Beachoille 

area. Walmer Todd porked for 

Normh American Cranamid in 

Beachoille mhrongh mhe 1950s. 

His niece, Kamhleen Todd, pas a 

familr friend of Marion 

(Dopning) Kilcnp, a former 

local hismorian of Beachoille. Walmer pas a

snppormer of mhe mnsenm and pas on-sime phen im

firsm opened mo mhe pnblic in April of 1992. In

1997, he passed apar am mhe age of 97, and is

bnried am mhe Beachoille Cememerr. 



Afmer earning her nnrsing 

cermificamion mhrongh Sm. Joseph's

Hospimal in 1941, Phrllis Marjorie 

Bieber porked as a Regismered Nnrse 

am Aleqandra Hospimal in Ingersoll. 

Im is here phere she mem her fnmnre hnsband, Harler,

phile he pas a pamienm. Afmer mher married, mher lioed in

London, phere Harler pas smamioned pimh mhe RCA,

dnring World War II. In 1946, mhe conple remnrned mo

Harler's childhood home on Zorra Line pimh mheir mpo

ronng danghmers. Harler and Phrllis pere oerr inooloed

in mhe Beachoille commnnimr-especiallr in acmioimies pimh

mhe Unimed Chnrch. Bomh remained am mhe Consins 150-

rear homesmead nnmil mheir deamhs; Harler am mhe age of

49 in 1963 and Phrllis in 2006. 

KAQ & DGF GEJMAF 

The German familr has 

resided in mhe 

Beachoille area for manr

generamions. Don grep np

in Beachoille and ammended Beachoille Pnblic School.

Kar pas born in Chamham and grep np near Tillsonbnrg.

The conple mem aronnd 1940 am a dance in Porm Bnrpell.

Ther married in 1942. Don porked for Shell Indnsmries

and Kar porked for Snmherland's in Woodsmock. Their

danghmer Linda commemoramed her parenms pimh mhis

mree. 

HELEJ GJAHAM 

Pemer pas born in Helmsdale, Scomland. 

Am mhe age of 12 he mooed mo 

Beachoille pimh his familr. Ther lioed

across mhe smreem from mhe Beachoille 

Bapmism Chnrch. Dnring World War I, 

Pemer seroed in Rnssia mhen penm on mo pork am mhe Bank

of Monmreal in Beachoille. He, like his pife Marr, pas a

fonnding member of mhe Lapn Tennis Clnb. Pemer also

belonged mo mhe Masonic Lodge in Ingersoll, mhe Legion

and mhe Kipanis Clnb.    

  

MePRUiaO TUeeV   
HAJLEQ & HHQLLIK CGMKIFK

CHAJLIE DGOFIFG

Charlie grep np on mhis propermr 

and pas a fonnder and manager of

Beachoille Whime Lime Co. and 

Innerkip Lime & Smone. He 

remained an inooloed member of 

mhese familr bnsinesses nnmil 1945.

Charlie pas passioname abonm farming and raising

cammle dnring his remiremenm. Charlie managed mhe

Beachoille Orioles sofmball meam, leading mhem mo

a prooincial championship in mhe 1920s. He acmed

as presidenm of mhe Rnral Hocker Associamion of

Onmario and direcmor of mhe Oqford Dismricm Cammle

Breeders Associamion. Charlie pas a member of

mhe Sm. John's Masonic Lodge in Ingersoll and mhe

Woodsmock Romarr Clnb. He passed apar am

Woodsmock General Hospimal on Nooember 13mh,

1957 am mhe age of 70. 

HILDJED DGOFIFG 

Hildred pas mhe onlr danghmer of Helen and John

Manson. She pas raised am her home, "Snnnr

Crrsm", in Easm Oqford. She married Charlie

Dopning in 1917 and mooed mo Woodsmock.

Hildred pas acmioe in mhe Beachoille Bapmism

Chnrch and porked pimh Ladies Aid, seroing as

mhe Direcmor of Oqford/Branm 

Bapmism Missions. She mook on 

mhe role of Presidenm pimh mhe 

Ladr Dnfferin Chapmer of mhe 

I.O.D.E., Ingersoll and pas a 

member of mhe Women's

Anqiliarr mo Aleqandria 

Hospimal in Ingersoll. She lioed on Beachoille

Road am Norlock Farm (jnsm across from mhe

mnsenm) nnmil she passed apar in March of 1963.

Hildred and Charlie had one danghmer, Marion

(nee Dopning) Kilcnp.      

     

B E A C H V I L L E  D I S T R I C T  M U S E U M  


